
 

 

 
5 January 2021 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
I hope that you and your family are all safe and well.  As we all digest last night’s announcement by Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson in relation to the national lockdown and school closures, I would like to update you 
in relation to the current position at the Academy. I know that there will be many questions and uncertainties 
at present, and we will do all we can to provide further clarification and additional information as soon as 
we are in a position to do so. 
 
There is no doubt that there will be many updates in the coming days and weeks and I would again reiterate 
that the information at the time of writing comes with the caveat that some information may change, 
particularly in relation to testing and examinations.  I would also again reiterate the importance of checking 
emails and the website on a daily basis. 
Please see below some key updates as they stand: 
 
Rest of this week 
In the short term, the plans for the rest of this week are unchanged, with remote learning lessons held for 
Year 11, Year 13 and relevant exam groups in Year 12. The Academy is also open for students of 
keyworkers and those classed as vulnerable. All other year groups can access optional learning materials 
on the Online Curriculum. 
 
Remote Personal Tutor Sessions for Year 11 and Year 13 are scheduled, and there will also be an online 
assembly for both year groups on Friday. 
 
Week Commencing 11 January 
From next Monday, all students will have remote lessons via Microsoft Teams and follow their usual 
timetable. Can parents please ensure their child logs on in good time ready for the start of every lesson 
and PT session when the attendance register will be taken The Academy will only be attended by children 
whose parents are keyworkers and those classed as vulnerable. If there is an instance where a live lesson 
will not be delivered, a link will be sent to direct students to the appropriate resources on the Online 
Curriculum.  Students should regularly check their emails and access Microsoft Teams. Sessions will also 
include Personal Tutor time.  
 
This provision is in place for the remainder of the half-term, with the government set to review lockdown 
measures including school closures at this point. 
 
BTEC Examinations in January 
Following on from last night’s announcement, the scheduled BTEC examinations for selected students in 
Years 12 and 13 over the next two weeks will go ahead as planned. A reminder that students sitting 
morning exams should be on site at 8.45am ahead of a 9.00am start.  Students sitting examinations in the 
afternoon should arrive at 12.45pm ahead of 1.00pm start.  All students will be met on arrival at the 
Academy and directed to the appropriate Zone and entrance. Students have been emailed the exam 
timetable, which can also be found on the Academy website. 
 
GCSE and A Level Examinations 
The government has confirmed that GCSEs and A Levels in the summer will not now take place in the 
usual way.  At this stage, we await further information and guidance from the Department for Education 
as to how students will be assessed and grades awarded. 
 



 

 

We understand and share the disappointment of our students, who along with staff have been working 
incredibly hard to prepare for key external assessments. However, what is vitally important is that the hard 
work and revision continues.  As an Academy, we cannot stress too highly the importance of students fully 
engaging in remote and online learning across all year groups, as this potentially will not only impact upon 
grades, but also the next stages and phases of a child’s education. 
 
Covid-19 Testing in Schools 
Plans to roll-out Covid-19 lateral flow testing for students at the Academy are continuing in line with the 
latest government guidance. More information will be sent out shortly, and this will include a link on the 
Academy website to an online parental consent form which must be returned to us. Please can I ask that 
you complete the form as soon as is practically possible – this is particularly important for children who are 
on site under keyworker or vulnerable student provision as their testing programme is scheduled to start 
next week. Also, a reminder that a student will only be tested if their parents have given consent and that 
the student themselves also willingly agrees to be tested. 
 
Thank you again for your continued support. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
Ian Williams 
Headteacher 
 


